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A CHINESE ROMANCE.
In some Chinese romances and tales,

we find a considerable share of wit as well
as sentiment. From one of these, Valta-
xie has not disdained to borrow one of the
'.best stories in his " Zadig." A desciple
of the sect Tiouisec, or Doctors of Rea¬
son, while mediating among the tombs,
observed a young lady seated by one of
them, eagerly employed in fanning the
structure. On approaching the spot, and

. seeing her in tears, he ventured to ask
whose tomb it might 'ie, and why she took
pains in fanning it ? The lady, with great
simplicity, replied." You see a widow at
the tomb of her husband : he was most
dear to me, and he loved me in return,
with equal tenderness. Afflicted at the
idea of parting with me, even in death,
^his last words were these.' My dearest
wife, should you ever think of marrying
again, I conjure you to wait, at least, un¬
til the plaster of my tomb be entirely dry:

m
after which you have my sanction to take
another husband.' ' Now,' said she, 'as
the materials are still damp, and not like¬
ly soon to dry, I thought 1 would just fan
it a little to assist in dissipating the mois-
ture.' "

"This woman," thought the philoso¬pher " is in a monstrous hurrv and ha¬
ving recently taken to himself a beautiful
wife, he hastened home to apprize her of
the adventure.

" Oh, the wretch !" she exclaimed,
'* what an unfeeling monster ! How can
a virtuous woman ever think of a second
husband ? If, for ray misfortune, I should
lose my husband, I would remain singlefor the rest of my life."

.' Fair promises," thought the philoso¬
pher, "are easily made: but we shall see."
He suddenly became dangerously ill: a
tender scene occurred : the lady vowed
eternal remembrance, and repeated her
resolution to remain a widow to the end
of her days. " Enough," said the phi¬
losopher, " my eyes are now closing for¬
ever :" and so saying the breath depar¬
ted from his body. The desponding wi¬
dow, with loud lamentations,embraced the
lifeless body, and held it locked in her
arms. Among the mourners who assem¬
bled on the melancholy occasion, was a

youth of fair exterior, who said he had
come from a distance to place himself as a

4. pupil under the deceased sage. With
great difficulty he procured a sight of the
widow.she was struck with his appear¬
ance. She saw him again on the followingday; they dined together, supped to¬
gether, and exchanged tender looks and
expressions. The youth was halfsmitten,
the lady wholly so, and a marriage spee¬dily agreed upon. The youth, however
previously demanded three conditions, one
of which may suffice for our notice : it
was that the widow should forthwith turn

..out of the house the unsightly coffin that
contained the remains of her late husband.
The lady readily consented, and the coffin
was set in an old shed at the bottom of the
garden.

Preparations were now made for the
marriage feast, but the bridegroom was

suddenly seized with convulsions and fell
on the floor. The bride was desired byhis domestic not to be nlammd fur tlmt
these tits were not unusual, and that there
was a cure for them.the only and certain
cure.the brain of a man recently deceas- jed.taken in warm wine.

.' Oh" said the lady, " my late husband
has been dead only a few day*. Get me
a hatchet, and I will go myself and openthe coffin and take out the remedy.Thus fortified, she posted away to the
bottom of the garden, and striking a blow
with all her might.behold ! the lid tlew
open, a groan was heard, and to her grea-1test horror, the dead man rising up, verycoolly said." My dear wife, lend me
your hand to get out 1"

The unhappy inamorata, finding all herintrigues, discovered, and unable to sur-vive her shame, hung herself to one of thebeams. The philosopher found her, andhaving satisfied himself that she was quitedead, cut her down very coolly, and ha- jving repaired his own coffin, laid her in it,fully determined never to take anotherwife.

Goixg Back..A man presented himselfat the Jeffersonville penitentiary on Sat-1urday, and asked to go in and be put to1work.that he owed the State five year'slabor. He was convicted at a recentterm of the Circuit Court, held at L.iw-renceburg, Ind., of manslaughter, and af¬terwards broke jail. A reward had been
t offered for his arrest, but he baffled allsearch. He, however, presented himselfi

voluntarily to fill the sentence of the law.Sincrular instance that..Louisville Demo¬
crat.

Mrs. Partington says she never ca¬red much about grand spectacles, or oth-jer sights, but there are two things shewould like to have seen.the inoculationof Frank Piercc an;l corporation of QueenVictoria. r

ittT What sort of a knifo is best to cuta caper with ?

GIRLS WIIO WANTS HUSBANDS
A writer in one of our exchanges, over

the signature of " Nelly Gray," SjlYe°the
followmg excellent advice to such eids as

are in " want of husbands." We know

hntfc * T5 any in this P'ace who want

babfeathatthUtSUPP°Si?g h at least Pr°"
Dable that there are a tew such, we have

tsss?to pubiish the artic,e » ««j
von ?'rlA 7?U uant to 8et ma«ied don't
you . And what a natural thing it is for
young kd.es to have such a hankering
for the sterner sex ! ii « , . .

®

Sited I"3' f°r this reas°Q ^e^is5
called the weaker sex ! Well, if you want

cffieTrt41011'' f°r conscicnce sake
act like fools about. Don't go into a fit
of the n,ps every time you see a hat and
a pair of whiskers. Don't get the idea
m o your heads that you must put your-

borlinVl Way,°f CV'er^ man in tbe neigh¬
borhood. in order to attract notice, for if
you don t run after the men they will run
after you. Mark that.
A husband hunter is the most detesti-

°f a11 y°nnS ladies. She is full of
starch.and Packers, she puts on so many
false airs, and she is so nice that she .
pears ridiculous in the eyes of every per
'on. She may generally be found at meet
ng. coming ,n last, of course, and always
takes r front seat at concerts. She tries
. bo th0 B," , lh
she is. Poor g.rl ! /OU are fitting your.
self tor an old maid.justassure as the S ib-

you cr,T" *» -aim,8.;!
you . but they have no more idea of mar-
rymg than of committing suicide If r

was a young man, I would have no more
do with such a fancy women than I

would with a rattle-snake.
Now. girls, let Nelly give you a niece

rieace that if you practice it you will J,i.
the reputation of buin.r wort!,,.

°
,

^broidery.'VlfVaminr^ .

.*

mmssm
as yo!,atXoTry'

'"'J"" l" 1'"* to over

thnsi* M'V lnt ® ' a,lC' to instri»ct her to do

ft"ofer, "do.«°
you are not Aff

" t.Pre.tl;nJ to ^ what

spicable of..accomplLwneuts.»'e "nTwiU
in ht " }** a transparent skin, easily
to be seen through. Dr»»«« ni ,. »

.

lW.,b'r ,!,« oo,".f'Sosb"ai
girl so modest, becoming and lovely !.
pearance as a neat plain dress AM <T

jewelry, but your own dear selves
finger rings and folderols, may do fntssxzxxks

m vour vein<« If-«.. i .
0 °'ooa

gossip of

cos thon you ilo of .JLu.SsIf"iSTl
iiiu luotunu v/i 11 J tU UdlCU UUiV.V) dbriVCS
o make yourselves worth being caught byhem."

As American Rifle for the Russian
Smperor..We were shown this morning
i most destructive, though simply con-
itructed weapon of war, called Sharp's
jatent breech-loading and self-pr(ming ri-
le. It was made for the Emperor Jficho-
as, and the polished walnut stock is moun-
ed with gold. The barrel and moving
)art are of cast steel, and finished in a
>tyle of excellence. To load the rifl«>,
which admits of but one charge at a time,
he breech is opened by moving a lever or
juard forward with the thmub, which fix-
;s the ball in its place ; the lever is remo.
red to its position, which closes the breech,
uid cuts off the rear end of the cartrige,1imposing the powder to the fire which
;ommunicate from the percussion capwhen discharged.
The rifle can be loaded and dischargedvith astonishing rapidity, and the inven-

,or claims that with the quantity of pow-|
ler used by the United States muskets, it
sill propel a ball with greater precision
uid a distance one half further than that
irm or any other rifle yet invented.
Similar rifles have been made for the

French Commissioner, Earl of Ellesmere,
und Col. Stratton. of the British army in
India. An order has also been received
from the French minister at Washington,to construct a rifle for Louis Napoleon.

y. t. Post.

Goiso up Stairs..If, when about to as¬cend the stairs, you find that a gentlemanis going up at the same time, draw backand make a sign for him to precede you.He will bow, and pass on before you.When coming down, do the same, thatthe gentleman in advance of you. A. ve¬
ry polished man will not wait for a sig¬nal from the lady, but will bow and run
up stairs, passing her as a thing ofcourse.

[J/uj Leslie.

DUMPLINGS.
Written for the especial benefit of, and Respectfully

dedicated to, Maria and myself.
BT SLOCU* SLUGS, ESQ.

Let bards s ing the praises, in all of their phases,
Of Frenchified dishes, unwholesome as rare;

Their tarts and their jellies, to cram in their bel¬
lies ;

Bat naught in the world can with dumplings
compare.

Their oysters and noodles, and all such capdoo.
dies,

Delicious and fine in their season may be ;
Their pot-pie and chickens may go to the dick¬

ens,
When there are hot dumplings for Maria and

me.

Let windy debaters, 'twixt beans and pertaters,
Keep up a dispute, while despatching a meal,

And some prejudiced hearer, who thinks he sees

clearer,
Stick in a word edgewise for turkey or veal.

Dr preserves made of quinces.or custards and
minces,

Or small-beer and cider.or sugar and tea ;
Sfe Gods and small fishes! they may be delicious.
But bring out the dumplings for Maria and

me !

To make it the richer, have "dip" in a pitcher,
To pour on the dumplings, aatl soften their

doom ;
Then sweeten with sugar.and let every bugger
Stand out of the way.wo must havo elbow-

room !
I\> see our spoons flirting, it may be diverting,
To those who such sights seldom happen to

see ;
But they will discover, when meal-time is over;
Two dozen have gone, 'twixt Maria and me !

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
Fellow Citizens of the Senate ami of the
House of Representatives :

The interest, with which the people of
.lie Republic anticipate the assembling of
Congress, and the fulfilment, on that oc-

sasion, of the duty imposed upon a new-

President, is one of the best evidences of
heir capacity to realize the hopes of the
founders of a political system, at once

:omplex and symmetrical. While the
lilFerent branches of the Government are,
o a certain extent, independent of each
Jther, the duties of all, alike, have direct
reference to the source of power. For-
:unately, under this system, no man is so
sigh, and none so humble,-in the scale of
public station, as to escape from the scru¬

tiny, or to be exempt from the responsibi¬
lity which all official functions imply.
Upon the justice and intelligence of the

masses, in a Government thus organized,
is the sole reliancc of the confederacy,
and the only security for honest and ear¬

nest devotion to its interests, against the
usurpations and encro ichments of power
on the one hand, and the assaults of per¬
sonal ambition on the other.
The interest, of which I have spoken,

is inseperable from an inquiring, self-go¬
verning community, but stimulated,
doubtless, at the present time by the un¬

settled condition of our relations with se¬

veral foreign powers ; by the new obliga¬
tions resulting from a sudden extension
of the field of enterprize ; by the spirit
with which that field has been entered,
and the amazing energy with which its
resources for meeting the demands of
humanity, have been developed.

Although disease, assuming at one

time the characteristics of a wide-spread
and devastating pestilence, has left its sad
traces upon some portions of our country,
we have still the most abundant cause for
reverend thankfulness to God for an ac¬

cumulation of signal mercies showered
upon us as a nation. It is well thu a

consciousness of rapid advancement and
increasing strength be habitually associa¬
ted with an abiding sense of dependence
upon him who holds in his hands the des¬
tiny of men and nations.
» Recognizing the wisdom of the broad

principle of absolute religious toleration,
proclaimed in our fundamental law, and
rejoicing in the benign influence which il
has exerted upon our social and political
condition, I should shrink from a clear
duty, did I fail to express my deepest con¬

viction that we can place no sure reliance
upon any apparent progress, if it be not
sustained by national integrity, resting
upon the great truths affirmed and illus¬
trated by divine revelation. In the midsl
of our sorrow for the afflicted and suffer¬
ing, it has been consoling to see how

districts and cities separated widely from
each other, and cheering to watch the
strength of that common bond of broth¬
erhood which unites all hearts, in all
parts of this union, when danger threat¬
ens from abroad, or calamity impends
over us at home.

Our diplomatic relations with foreign
powers have undergone no essential
change since the adjournment of the last
Congress. With some of them, questions
of a disturbing character are still pending,
but there are good reasons to believe that
these may all be amicably adjusted

For some years past. Great Britain has
so construed the first article of the conven¬
tion of the 20th of April, 1818, in regard
to the fisheries on the northeastern coast,
as to exclude our citizens from some of
the fishing grounds, to which they freely
resorted for nearly a quarter of a century
subsequent to the date of that treaty..
The United States have never acquiesced
in this construction, but have always
claimed for their fishermen all the rights
which they have so long enjoyed without
molestation. With a view to remove all
difficulties on the subject, to extend the
rights of our fishermen beyond the limits
fixed by the convention of 1818. and to

regulate the trade between the United
States and the British North American
provinces, a negotiation has been opened
with a fair prospect of a favorable result.
To protect our fishermen in the enjoyment
of their rights, and prevent collision be¬
tween them and the British fishermen, I
deemed it expedient to station a naval

force in that quarter during the fishing
season.

Embarrassing questions hare also ari¬
sen between the two governments with
regard to Central America. Great Bri¬
tain has proposed to settle them by an
amicable arrangement, and our minister
at London is instructed to enter into ne¬

gotiations on that subject.
A commission for adjusting the claims

of our citizens against Great Britain, and
those of British subjects against the Uni¬
ted States, organized under the conven¬
tion of the 8th of February last, is now

sitting in London for the transaction of
business.

It is in many respects desirable that the
boundary line between the United States
and the British provinces in the north¬
west, as designated in the convention of
the 15th of June, 1846, and especially
that part which separates the territory of
Washington from the British possessions
on the north, should be traced and mark¬
ed. I therefore present the subject for
your notice.
With France, our relations continue on

the most friendly footing. The exten¬
sive commerce between the United States
and that country, might, it is conceived,
be released from some unnecessary re¬

strictions, to the natural advantages of
both parties. With a view to this sub¬
ject, some progress has been made in ne¬

gotiating a treaty of commerce and navi¬
gation.

Independently of our valuable trade
with Spain, we have important political
relations with her, growing out of our

neighborhood to the islands of Cuba and
Porto Rico. I am happy to announce,
that since the last Congress, no attempts
have been made by unauthorized expedi¬
tions within the United States, against ei¬
ther of those colonies. Should any move¬
ment be manifested within our limits, all
the means at my command will be vigor¬
ously exerted to repress it. Several an-

noying occurrences have taken place at
Havana, or in the vicinity of the island of
Cuba, between our citizens and the Spa¬
nish authorities. Considering the proxi¬
mity of that island to our shores.lying
as it does, in the track of trade between
some of our principal cities,.and the
suspicious vigilance with which foreign
intercourse, particularly that with the
UuiteJ S'.ates, is there guarded, a repeti¬
tion of such occurrences may well be ap¬
prehended. As no diplomatic intercourse
is allowed butween our consul at Havana
and the Captain-General of Cuba, ready
explanations cannot be made, or prompt
redresses afforded where iujury has result¬
ed.

All complaints on the part of our citi¬
zens under the present arrangement, must
be in the first place presented to this go¬
vernment, and then referre.l to Spain..
Spaiu again refers it to her local authori¬
ties in Cuba for investigation, and post¬
pones an answer till she has heard from
those authorities. To avoid these irrita¬
ting and vexatious delays, a ptoposition
has been m:*le to provide (or a direct ap¬
peal for redresses to the Captain-General
by our consul, in behalf of our iujured
fellow-citizens. Hitherto.the government
of Spain has declined to enter into any
such arrangement. This coursc on her
part is deeply regretted; for without some

arrangement of this kind, the good under¬
standing between the two countries may
be exposed to occasional interruption. Our
minister at Madrid is instructed to renew
the proposition, and to press it again up¬
on the consideration of lier Catholic Ma¬
jesty's government.

For several years Spain has been cal¬
ling the attention of this government to a

claim for losses by some of her subjects
in the case of the schooner A.mi«tad..
This claim is believed to rest on the obli¬
gations imposed by our existing treaty
with that country. Its justice was admit¬
ted, in our diplomatic correspondence
with the Spanish government, as early as

March, 1837; and one of my predecessors,
in his annual message of that year, re¬

commended that provision should be made
for its payment. InJanuarylast.it was

again submitted to Congress by the Exe¬
cutive. It has received a favorable con¬
sideration by committees of both branch-
es, but as yet, there has been no final ac-

j tion upon it. I conceive that good faith
requires its prompt adjustment, and I pre-
sent it to your eariy ana iavoraoie consi-1
deration.

Martin Koszta, a Hungarian by birth,'
came to this country in 1050, and decla-
red his intention, in due form of law, to
become a citizen of the United Stales..
After remaining here nearly two years, he j
visited Turkey. While at Smyrna he
was forcibly seized, taken on board an!
Austrian brig of war then lying in the
harbor of that place, and there confined in
irons, with the avowed design to take him
into the dominions of Austria. Our con¬

sul at Smyrna and legation at Constant!-1
nople iuterposed for his release, but their
efforts were, ineffectual. While thus im-1
prisoned, Commander Ingraham, with the
United States ship of war, St. Louis, ar-'
rived at Smyrna, and after inquiring into
the circumstances of the case, came to the
conclusion that KosztA was entitled to the
protection of this government, and took
energetic and prompt measures for his re¬

lease. Under an arrangement between
the agents of the United States and Aus-1
tria, he was transferred to the custody of
the French consul-general of Smyrna,:
there to remain until he should be dispo-1
sed of by the mutual agreement of the'
Consuls of the respective _government3 ati
that place.

Pursuant to that agreement, he has
been released, and is now on his way to1
the United States. The Emperor of Aus¬
tria has made the conduct of our officers'
who took part in this transaction a sub¬
ject of grave complaint. Regarding
Koszta as still bis subject, and claiming
a right to seize him within the limits of
the Turkish empire, he has demanded of

I this government its consent to the surren-

der of the prisoner, & disavowal of the
acts of its agents, and satisfaction for the
alleged outrage. After a careful conside¬
ration of the case, I came to the conclu¬
sion that Koszta was seized without legal
authority at Smyrna; that he was wrong¬
fully detained on board the Austrian brig
of war; that, at the time of the seizure
he was clothed with the nationality of the
United States, and that the acts of our

officers, under the circumstances of the
case, were justifiable, and their conduct
has been fully approved by me, and a

compliance with the several demands of
the Emperor of Austria has been decli¬
ned.
For a more full account ol* this<transac-

tion and tuy views in regard to it, 1 refer
to the correspondence between the charge
d'affaires of Austria and the Secretary of
State, which is herewith transmitted..
The principles and policy therein main¬
tained on the- part of the United States,
will, whenever a proper occasion occurs,
be applied and enforced.
The condition of China at this time

renders it probable that some important
changes will occur in that vast empire,
which will lead to a more unrestricted in¬
tercourse with it. The commissioner to
that country, who has been recently ap¬
pointed, is instructed to avail himself of
all occasions to open and extend our com¬

mercial relations, not only with the em¬

pire of China, but with other Asiatic na¬

tions.
In 1852, an expedition was sent to Ja¬

pan, under the command of Commodore
Perry, for the purpose of opening com¬
mercial intercourse with that island. In¬
telligence has been received of his arri¬
val there, and of his having made known
to the Emperor of Japan the object of his
visit; but it is not yet ascertained how far
the Emperor will be disposed to abandon
his restrictive policy, and open that popu¬
lous country to a commercial intercourse
witli the United Stales.

It has been my earnest desire to main¬
tain friendly intercourse with the go¬
vernments upon the continent, and to aid
them in preserving good understanding
among themselves. With Mexico, a dis¬
pute has arisen as to the true boundary
line between our territory of New Mexico
and the Mexican State of Chihuahua..
A former commissioner of the United
States, employed in running that line
pursuant to the treaty of Guadaloupe Hi¬
dalgo, made a serious mistake in deter-'
mining the initial point on the Rio
Grande ; but, inasmuch, as his decision
was clearly a departure from the direc¬
tions for tracing the boundary contained
in thv, treaty, and was not concurred in
by the surveyor appointed on the part of
the United States, whose concurrence was

necessary to give validity to that deci-
sion, this government is not concluded
thereby ; but that of Mexico takes a dif¬
ferent view of the subject.

There are also other questions of con¬
siderable magnitude pending between the
two republics. Our minister in Mexico
has ampin instructions to adjust them..
Negotiations have been opened, but suf¬
ficient progress has not been made there¬
in to enable me to speak of the probable
result. Impressed with the importance
of maintaining amicable relations with
that republic, and of yielding with liberal¬
ity to all her just claims, it is reasonable
to expect that an arrangement mutually
satisfactory to both countries may be con¬
cluded, and a lasting friendship between
them confirmed and perpetuated.

Congress having provided ~for a full
mission to the States of Central America,
a minister was sent thither in July last.
As yet, he has had time to visit only one
of these States (Nicaragua) where he was
received in the most friendly manner..
It is hoped that his presence and good of¬
fices will have a benign effect in compo¬
sing the dissensionsjwhich prevail among
them, and in establishing more intimate
and friendly relations between them re¬

spectively, and between each of them and
the United States.

Considering the vast regions of this
continent, and the number ofStates which
would be made accessible by the free na-

vgiation of the river Amazon,particular at¬
tention has been given to this subject. Bra-
vzii. lurougu wuose territory H passes intol
he ocean,has hitherto persisted in a policy
io restrictive, in regard to the use of this
¦iver, as to obstruct and nearly exclude
'oreign commercial intercourse with the]
Hates which lie upon its tributaries and;
ipper branches. Our minister to that
:ountry is instructed to obtain a relaxt-
.ion of that policy, and to u->e his efforts
.o induce the Brazilian government to
>pen a common use, under proper safe¬
guards, this great natural highway for
nternational trade. Several of the South
\merican States are deeply interested in
.his attempt to secure the free navigation
>f the Amazon, and it is reasonable to ex-,
>ect their co-operalion in this matter.
As the advantages of free commercial

ntercourse among nations arc better un-
lerstood, more liberal views are general-
v entertained as to the common rightsif all to the free use of those means
which nature has provided for interna¬
tional communication. To these more
liberal and enlightened views, it is hopedthat Brazil will conform her policy, and
remove all unnecessary restrictions uponthe free use of a river which traverses so

many states and so large a part of the
continent. I am happy to inform you
that the Republic of Paragoay and the
Argentine confederation have yielded to
the liberal policy still resisted by Brazil,
in regnrd to navigable rivers within their
respective territories. Treaties embra¬
cing this subject among others have been
negotiated with these governments which
w'.'l be submitted to the Senate fet the
present session.
A new branch of commerce, important

to the agricultural interests of the United
States, has, within a few years past,
been opened with Peru. Notwithstand¬
ing the inexhaustible deposits of guano

upon the islands of that country, consi¬
derable difficulties are experienced in ob¬
taining tbe requisite supply. Measures
have been taken to remove those difficul¬
ties and to secure v more abundant im¬
portation of the article. Unfortunatelythere has been a serious collision between
our citizens, who have resorted to the
Chincha islands for it, and the Peruvian
authorities stationed there. Bedross for
Lhe outrages committed by the latter,
was promptly demanded by our minister
it Lima. This subject is now under con¬

sideration, and there is reason to believe
that Peru is disposed to offer adequate
indemnity to the aggrieved parties.
We are thusjnot only at peace with all

foreign countries, but, in regard to poli¬
tical affairs, are exornpt tiom any cause
of serious disquietude in our domestic re¬

lations.
The controversies, which have agitated

iho country heretofore, at® passing away
with the causes which produced them and
Lhe passions which they had awakened; or

if any trace of them remains, it may be
reasonably hoped that it will only be per
jeived in "the zealous rivalry of all good
:itiz as to testify their respect for the
rights of the States, their devotion to the
Union, and their common determination
hat each one of the Slates, its institu-
:iobs, its welfare and its domestic peace
shall be hell alike secure under the sacred
Bgis of the constitution.
The new league of amity and mutual

:onGdence and support, into which the
people of the republic have entered, hap¬
pily affords inducement and opportunity
for the adoption of a more comprehensive
and unembarrassed line of policy and ac¬

tion, as to the great material interests of
lhe country, whether regarded in them¬
selves or in connection with the powers of
the civilized world.
The United States have continued gra-

Jually and steadily to expand, through
acquisitions of territory, which, how tnuch
soever some of them may have been
questioned, are now universally seen and
admitted to have been wise in policy, just
in character, and a groat element iti the
advancement of our country, and with it
of the human race, in freedom, in pros¬
perity and in happiness. The thirteen
States have grown to be thirty-one, with
relations reaching to Europe on tho one

side, and on the other to the distant realms
of Asia.

1 am deeply sensible of tho iwnieujc
responsibility which the present magni¬
tude of the republic, and the diversity
and multiplicity of its interests, devolves
upon me: the alleviation of which, so far
as relates to the immediate conduct of the
public business is, first in my reliance on
the wisdom and patriotism of the two
Houses of Congress; and secondly, in the
directions afforded me by the principles
of public polity, affirmed by our forefa¬
thers of the epoch of 1798, sanctioned by
long experience, and consecrated anew

by the overwhelming voice of the people
of the United States.

Recurring to these principles, which
constitute the organic basis of Union, we

perceive that, vast as are the functions
and the duties of the federal government,
vested in, or entrusted to, its three great
departments, the legislative,executive,and
judicial,yet the substantive power.the pop¬
ular force,and the large capacities for social
andmaterial development, exist in the re¬

spective States, which, all being of them¬
selves well couttilutcd republics, as they
preceded.so they alone are capableof main¬
taining and perpetuating the American
Union. The federal government has its
appropriate line of action in the specific
and limited powqrs conferred on it by the
constitution, chiefly as those things in
which the States have a common interest
in their relations to one another, and to
foreign governments; while the great
mass of interests which belong to culti¬
vated men, the ordinary business of life,
the springs of industry, all the diversified
personal and domestic affairs of society,
rest securely upon tho general reserved
powers of the people of the several
ovaica.

There is the effective democracy of the
lation, and there the vital essence of its
juing and its greatness.
Of the practical conscqaenccs which

low from the nature of tho Federal Go¬
vernment, tho primary one is tho duty of
idministering with integrity and fidelity
.he high trust reposed in it by the Condi¬
tion, especially in tho application of
.he public funds, as drawn by taxation
rem the people, and appropriated to tpe-
:itic objeets by Congress. Happily I
lave no occasion to suggest any radical
:hanges in the financial policy of the go¬
vernment. Ours is almost, if not abso¬
lutely, the solitary power of Christendom
having a surplus revenue, drawn imme-
iiately from imposts on commerce, and
therefore, measured by the spontaneous
enterprise and national prosperity of the}
;onntry, with such indirect relation* to
igriculture, manufactures, and the pro-
Jucts of the earth and sea, as to violate
no constitutional doctrine, and yet vigor¬
ously promote the general welfare. Nei¬
ther as to tho sources of the public trea¬
sure. nor a-; to the manner of keeping
and managing it, does any grave contro¬
versy now prevail, there being a general
acquiescence in the wisdom of the present
jy*tcm.
The report of the Secretary of the Trea¬

sury will exhibit, in detail, the state of the
public finauces, and the condition of lite
various branches of the public service ad¬
ministered by that department of the go¬
vernment.
The revenae of the country, levied al¬

most insensibly to the tax-payer, goes on

from year to year, increasing beyond ei¬
ther the interest* or the prospective
wants of the government.
At die close of the fiscal year ending

June 30, 1852. there remained in the
treasury a balance of fourteen million six
hundred and thirty-two thousand, one
hundred and thirty-six dollars. The pub-

lie revenue for the fiscal year, ending
June 30, 1853, amounted to fifty-eight
millions, nine hundred and thirty-one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-tire
lollars from customs, and to two million
Four hundred and five thousand seven

Hundred and eight dollars from public
ands and other miscellaneous sources,
amounting together to sixty-one million
Lhree hundred and thirty-seven thousand
Sve hundred and seventy-four dollars;
while the public expenditures for the
samo period, exclusive of payments on
account of the public debt, amounted to
Forty-three million five hundred and fifty-Tour thousand two hundred and sixty-two'dollars ; leaving a balance of thirty-twomillion four hundred and twenty-fivethousand four hundred and forty-sevendollars of receipts above expenditures.The fact of increasing surplus in the
treasury, becamc the subject of anxious
sonsideration at a very early period of
my administration, and the path of dutyin regard to it seemed to me obvious and:lea* namely : first, to apply the sur¬

plus revenue to the discharge of the pub¬lic debt, so far as it could judiciously be
be done; and, secondly, to devise means
for the gradual reduction of the rovunuo
to the standard of the public exigen¬cies.
Of these objects, the first has been in

Lho course of accomplishment, in a man¬
ner and to n degree highly satisfactory..The amount of lho public debt, of all
ulasscs. was. on the fourth of Maroh,
1863, sixty-nine millions one hundred and
ninety thousand and thirty-scveu dollars;
payments on account of which have been
made, since that period, to the amount of
§12,703,329, leaving unpaid, and in the
continuous course of liquidation, the sum
jf $56,486,708. These payments, al¬
though made at the market price of the
respective classes of stocks, have been ef-
Fected readily, aud to the general advan¬
tage of the treasury, and have, at the
>aiue time proved of signal utilityjin the
relief they have incidentally atlorded to
the money markot and to the industrial
aud commercial pursuits of the country.
The second of the above-mentioned ob¬

jects, that of the reduction of the tariff,
is of great importauoc, and the plan sug¬
gested by the Secretary of the Treasury,which is to reduce the duties on certaim
articles, and to add to the free list manyarticles now taxed, and especially such
as enter into manufactures, and are not
largely, or at all, produoed in the coun¬

try, is commended to your oandhl and
careful consideration.
You will find in the report of the Sec¬

retary of the Treasury, also, abundant
proof of the entire adequacy of the pre¬
sent fiscal system to meet all the require¬
ments of the public service, and that,
while properly administered, it operates
to the advantage of the community inor¬
dinary business transactions.

1 respectfully ask your attention to
sundry suggestions of improvements in
the settlement of accounts, especially aa
regards the large sums of outstanding ar¬
rears due the government, and of other
reforms in the administrative action of hia
department, which are indicated by the
Secretary ; as also the progress made in
the construction of marino hospitals, ous- '

torn houses, and of a new mint in Cali¬
fornia and assay office in the city of
York, heretofore provided for by Con¬
gress; and also to the eminently successful
progress of the Coast Survey, and of the
Light-house Hoard.
Among the objects meriting your at¬

tention will be important recommenda¬
tions from the Secretary of War and Na¬
vy. 1 am fully satisfied tha the navy of
the United States is not in a tcondition of
strength and efflciencyof commensuratewith the magnitude of our commeroial
and other, interests; and commend to yourespecial attention the suggestions on this
subject made by the Secretary of tbe Na¬
vy- I respectfully submit that the army

regarded with the highest interest, as a
iucIuus around which the volunteer for-
:es of tho nation gather in the hoar of
langer, requires augmentation or modifi-
:ation, to adant it to tho present extend
:d limits and frontier relation* of the coun-
ry, and the condition of the Indian tribea
n the interior of the continent; the ne-
5essity of which will appear in the com*
nunications of the Secretary of War and
.be Interior.
In the administration of the Post Of¬

fice Department for the fiscal year end¬
ing June 30th, 1863, the grot* expendi¬ture was seven million nine hundred andeighty-two thousand seven hundred and5(ty-six dollars; and the gross receiptsluring the same period, five million ninetiundred and forty-two thousand sevenliundrcd and thirty-four dollars ; showingthat the current revenue failed to meetthe current expenses of the department
Ibousand and thirty-two dollar*. The
causes which, under the present postallystemand laws, led inevitably to this
result, are fully explained by the report ofthe Postmaster General; and one greatcause being the enormous rates the De¬
partment has been compelled to pay formail service rendered by railroad compa¬nies.
The exhibit in the report of tiie Post'

master General of the income and expen¬ditures by mail steamers. will be found
peculiarly interesting, and of a character
to demand the immediate action of Con-
grese.

Numerous and flagrant frauds upon thePension Bureau have been brought tolight within the last year, and in some in¬
stances merited punishments inflicted ;but, unfortunately, in others, guilty par-tie* have escaped. not through the wantof sufficient evidence to warrant* convic¬tion. but in consequence of the provisionsof limitation in the existing laws.
**rom the nature ofthese claims, the re¬

moteness of the tribunals to pass uponthem, and the mode in whieh the proof in


